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As usual February this year was the month of ‘Spiritual Revival’ gatherings in the
Church of Bangladesh (COB) and they took place in six deaneries. Every congregation
selected separate theme and the speaker discuss the theme. A range of 1,000-5,000
people gathered from different villages and towns and many of them came to the
venue waking a long distance. They ate simple food and spent the cold winter nights
with minimum facilities with one aim to attain mercy and blessings from God. At
all the congregations the Bishops, Priests and guests conveyed revival messages to
attendees.
From the 14th-15th February 2014 the 98th congregation
gathering of the Jobarpar deanery took place at St. Mary’s
Church. The main theme was ‘For the gate is narrow and
the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are
few.’- Matthew 14:7. The Moderator of CoB Bishop Paul
S Sarker spoke on the theme. He said, “There are many
temptations in life. There are challenges and risks in going
along with religion. Practice of honesty and rightness
are largely getting condemned. In this world many things
seemed attractive, but eventually these give hardly any
fullness in life. Becoming Disciples of Christ, we will have
to leave behind or sacrifice all our belongings. There are
obstacles in the way of Christ, but very few find that way.”

He added, “Many are called, but very few are selected.”
The most important event of the congregation was prayer
for the sick. In this event worshipers from all religions took
part. They gave thanks to God for His mercy and kindness
received over the last year and put requests and promises
before Him for the coming year. Many gave witnesses of
the miracles done by God to them. They offered prayers
in utter submission and cried out to get recovery from
critical diseases. The Bishops, Priests, and senior people
of the society placed hands on their heads and prayed for
them for the blessings and mercy from God.
This united congregation has been taking place for the last
100 years during lent time.

Rana Plaza victims got support to
get back to their livelihoods
Bishop Paul S Sarker Moderator of the Church of Bangladesh stated that
he was thinking of establishing a centre for child care for the garment
workers. He added, ‘We can’t do anything without the blessings of God.’
distributed materials and cash support to
the victims.
The victims in return thanked the church
and appreciated the role the church is
playing to establish safe environment and
fair wage for the garment workers. They
stated the first thing they want is a secure
working environment. They became very
emotional and cried while sharing with
the audience.

On 20 December 2013 14 victims severely affected by the
collapsing of Rana Plaza were provided with some support
by COB to enable them to initiate alternative livelihoods.
The Moderator Bishop Paul S Sarker of COB handed over
support to the victims at Savar Conference Centre. Mr
Michael Roy Asia Facilitator of Anglican Alliance, Revd
Shourabh Pholia Mission Programme Secretary, Mr Thomas
Das Director of CBSDP, Mr Paul Nishit Das the Director of
CMCY, Revd Mrittunjoy Mondal Parish Priest in Savar and
relatives of the victims were also present at the event.
Bishop Sarker in his speech stressed the issues and needs
of a justified salary, security and rights of the workers. He
said he was thinking of establishing a children’s centre for
the garment workers. He said whatever we could do that
had been results of the prayer and love of many people. He
added ‘We can’t do anything without the blessings of God.’
Mr Michael Roy siad in his speech that there might have
been many people responsible for that and evidently there
were injustice and irregularities behind of that incident.
He mentioned Anglican Alliance is also working to promote
the rights and fair environment for the garment workers in
Bangladesh.
Mr Thomas Das highlighted the issue of the new pay
scale for the garments worker. He said it might not be
all, but a good starting. He urged the workers that they
must demand their rights, but should be restrained from
destructive activities such as setting fire to industries.
After the discussion the Moderator Bishop Paul S Sarker
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The Rana Plaza incident is an eye-opener
to the world about the situation prevailed
in the garment sector in Bangladesh.
Presently many initiatives are being taken
globally and nationally to address the
issues to make the sector safe and better
for the workers.
Here it is to be mentioned more 1,135 workers were killed,
over 2500 injured and around 300 are yet unable to get
back to doing a job.

“Only one demand, the garment
industries should provide the necessary
facilities so that we can work safely.”
					 - Shila
Shila (26) , one of the
victims of Rana Plaza
worked at level six in
Tech Garments and was
recovered from the
debris of the collapsed
building after 18 hours.
As she spoke and shared
her story she cried and told the audience one of her
hands was broken and following that she has not
been able to return to work. Now their whole family
is depending on the earning of her younger sister. She
doesn’t like living in such a situation.
She lost her husband at early age when her daughter
was two years old. Now her daughter is studying in
class six. She thanked CoB for the financial assistance
and hoped to start a small business with that.
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St. Mary’s Sisterhood
Celebrated Centenary

Synod Staff Retreat
A celebration took place at Haluaghat on 28th March 2014
to celebrate the centenary of St. Mary’s Sisterhood. The
day was initiated by a morning Holy Communion Service
and Revd Albert Walter principal of St. Andrew’s College
delivered the sermon in the service.
Along with others the Moderator Bishop Paul S Sarker and
State Minister, Ministry of Social Welfare of Bangladesh
Government were present in the occasion. To mark the
day a ‘Centenary Souvenir’ was published.

A synod staff retreat was held on Palm Sunday at St.
Thomas’ Cathedral Old Dhaka. Around 50 staff members
joined the retreat. The sessions presented by Rev. Dr.
Albert Walters and Rev. Hemen Halder. There they had a
quiet time and meditation on Jesus’s victorious entry and
His sacrifice on the cross. At closing Bishop Paul called all
for sharing their views on retreat. To all it was an excellent
time for reflection and renewal.

Pre-Christmas Held at Synod Office

The St. Mary’s Sisterhood was established in 1913 by
Father Strong with a few local women. After 16 years of
work, they came to Haluaghat to work with the women
and children. In 1929 they started their work to serve
the community spiritually and with humanitarian needs.
Haluaghat is located 30 miles from Mymenshing district
close to the border between Bangladesh and India.

On 19th December 2013 a pre-Christmas programme was
held at the Synod Hall Room at Dhaka. Staff and many of
their family members from the Synod office, CBSDP and
CMCY attended to celebrate the event. It was a lovely
time for the staff and their family members.

The confirmation service was held at St.
Andrew’s Church in Haluaghat on 28 March
2014. Moderator Paul S. Sarker, Bishop of
Dhaka confirmed 25 members of
St. Andrew’s Church.

The day was started with devotion which was led by the
Moderator Bishop Paul S. Sarker. He shared a Christmas
message with everyone. After the devotion Bishop
Sarker and Mrs. Janet Sarker cut the Christmas cake
accompanied by the children. Then they distributed
balloons and toys to all the children. It was a great joy for
the children who were present in the celebration. There
was a brief cultural programme led by Mr. John Bose
where many staff and their children took part. Bishop
Paul and his wife contributed a duet song. The cultural
programme was followed by a fellowship feast. The
programme was coordinated by Revd. Shourabh Pholia,
the Mission Programme Secretary of CoB.
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Bangladesh has been trying to be self-supported and it is
expected that UMOJA may strengthen that process.
Bishop Paul S. Sarker and Bishop Samuel S. Mankhin
have given their consent to start UMOJA initially in two
deaneries, Rajshahi and Haluaghat.
An advisory committee has been formed for the UMOJA
programme and Revd. Shourabh Pholia is coordinating
the programme and Mr. Tarun Mondal is working as a
Trainer where local priests and catechists are working as
Facilitators in the respective areas.

Church of Bangladesh
undertaken UMOJA
Rev. Shourabh Pholia.

The Church of Bangladesh has introduced UMOJA to
integrate the church and its community responding to
the need of the people more effectively. It is expected
that UMOJA would help the congregation to be aware
about their resources and understand that God has given
a lot to meet their needs. The concept is to encourage all
to work and contribute together to the needs of people
and to various issues of the church and society. Church of

The UMOJA of COB will be linked with UMOJA hubs in
London and through that further knowledge and learning
will be shared. The COB UMOJA programme is being
supported by TearFund UK and Us UK.
UMOJA will create a base for initiating other activities for
the betterment of the church and its community. The
programme aims at triggering self-transformation and
thereby generating transformation in the church and
society where all will work together for the same goal to
bring peace, justice, equality and love in the society.

UMOJA WORKSHOP HELD
Mr. John Tarun Mondal

Visitor from ICC0, Kerk in Actie

Ms. Maaike Wighboldus, Programme Officer, ICCO and
Kerk-in- Actie visited COB from 5th-6th March 2014. She
visited CCTS, Jessore and synod office of COB. During
her visit she met and discussed with Bishop Paul S.
Sarker, Moderator COB, Revd Shourabh Pholia, Mission
Programme Secretary COB, Rev. Dr. Albert S. Walters
Principal of St. Andrew’s Theological College, Mr. George
H. Biswas Principal of Christ Church Trade School, Mr.
Thomas M. Das Director of CBSDP and Mr. Paul N. Das
Director of CMCY. Although it was a short visit, it was quite
effective for strengthening the partnership with ICCO,
Kerk-in-Actie.
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A Umoja (Swarupantor) workshop was held on the 1st
March, 2014 at Bailachhory Parish in the Chittagong City
Pastorate of the Church of Bangladesh. Khagrachhory
district lies in the eastern part of the hilly area of the district
a habitat of a very backward society with 47 households.
The purpose of the Umoja workshop was to introduce the
Umoja concept. The major part of the Umoja process is to
teach the people to work together along with the church
based on the Holy Bible. Revd. S. Pholia, Revd. Daniel
Mondal and Mr. Torun Mondal presented the concept to
the community.
All participants welcomed the Umoja and showed their
keen interest to be involved with the new ideas. They
formed an Umoja group consisting of 27 members. The local
parish secretary, Catechist and local leaders gave thanks to
all for being with them and requested all to pray for their
security, livelihood and the new church at Bailachhory. At
the end of the workshop the session was concluded with a
prayer led by Revd. Daniel Mondal.
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8th Synod Council
Meeting held
The eighth Synod General Council Meeting of Church of
Bangladesh was held at the Retreat/Conference Centre in
Savar Dhaka from 5th-7th February 2014. The theme of this
Synod Council was, `Therefore encourage one another and
build one another up, just as you are doing.’- 1 Thess. 5: 11.
The council was chaired by Bishop Paul S. Sarker, Moderator.
Deputy Moderator Bishop Samuel S. Mankhin, Mr. Sudhin
Mondal, Secretary and Mr. Lolit Drong, Treasurer of synod
were present in the Council. A total of 80 representatives
from different areas and sectors attended the council.
The Moderator in his opening address said, “There is
much influence of power in our society which is trying to
keep us away from each other and making it difficult to
be united in our church and society. We should be aware
of this and should work together to be united. Otherwise
this will scatter us. Now the time has come to sail our boat
against indulging in living worldly ways. If we do not take
any initiative, then certainly we will drown. We should be
encouraged to take the challenge with the faith in Love of
Christ and should discard our selfish nature.”

Bishop Paul S. Sarker, Moderator
Bishop Samuel S. Mankhin, Deputy Moderator
Mr. Joseph Sudhin Mondal, Secretary
Mr. Avijit Raksam, Treasurer
There was a dedication service for the new committee
which was led by Rev. Martin Mondal.
.

Capacity building of the priests in
the Church of Bangladesh

After his address and discussion, reports from Dioceses on
various programmes and Institutions were presented. At
the end of the council Meeting the Synod went into Synod
Executive Committee election and a new committee for the
next three years was elected.

At the end of the 8th Synod Council of Church of Bangladesh
Moderator Bishop Paul S. Sarker Deputy Moderator,
Bishop Samuel S. Mankhin and Dr. Lesley Morgan PCUSA
distributed 28 Laptops to the Priests of the Church of
Bangladesh. These were donated by the First Presbyterian
Church, PCUSA, with an aim at building capacity of the
priests of the Church of Bangladesh. It is now a digital era.
Information access has become easy and therefore priests
should have the opportunity to get access to advance IT
in order to expanded their knowledge base and make the
communication faster.

The new Executive Members are:

COB is grateful and gives thank to PCUSA for this assistance..

The participants in the meeting took part in discussing his
address and shared their views in building society with
stronger faith of Christianity.
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Santali college and university
students seminar held

A special seminar was arranged for the Santali college and
university students of Rajshahi Deanery during 25th-27th
October, 2013. Of the 125 college and university students,
75 Santali speaking students got the opportunity to attend
the seminar. In this seminar the speakers were selected
from the same community people and all participants were
encouraged to speak in their own language. The subjects

The Diocesan Bishop in his introductory
speech highlighted all the possibilities
and challenges that they need to know
in order to survive in the society where
they are the minority of the minorities.
He also discussed on the liberation theology and tribal
theology and quoted some sentences from the other
theologies including Black, Feminist and Dalit to encourage
the students to face the challenges with courage and
persistent faith in Christ.

Visitors from PCUSA

Ambassador Dan W. Mozena, USA
visited Oxford Mission, Barisal

On the 25th February 2014 Ambassador Dan W. Mozena,
USA paid a visit to Oxford Mission. He was warmly welcomed
by Oxford Mission staff and the local community. In his
short speech he expressed thanks to the Oxford Mission
brothers and fathers for their remarkable contribution to
assist the poor community providing with education and
health services. He made a quick visit to the Church, hostels
and the cemetery. He thanked all for the warm reception.
Benedict Bimal Byapari
Manager, Oxford Mission, Barisal.
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for the discussion were chosen from their
context, culture, history, tradition, human
rights; land right, globalisation, health
issue, moral issues, climate change and
drug addiction. The special aim was to
make the young Santali familiar with
the issues and encourage them to get
involved in mainstream society and deal
with the issues more effectively being
doctors, lawyers, engineers, teachers,
social workers, politicians, nurses and
theologians.

It was a pleasure to have Revd. Gary Van Brocklin and
Mrs. Marelene Van Brocklin from 4th-13th March 2014.
They visited the Moderator’s office, Haluaghat Deanery,
St. Andrew’s Theological College and Ekota Project at
Sadarghat, Dhaka. It was their first visit to Bangladesh
after joining the PCUSA’s Aisa Desk at Sri Lanka. During
their visit they had meeting with Bishop Paul S. Sarker,
Moderator, Revd. Shourabh Pholia, Mission Programme
Secretary, Mr. Thomas M. Das Director of CBSDP and Mr.
Paul N. Das Director of CMCY at the Synod office along
with Dr. Leslie and Dr. Cynthia Morgan. They also joined
the Ash Wednesday service at St. Andrew’s Church in
Mirpur Dhaka.
Through their visit, it is wished that the partnership
between PCUSA and COB would be further strengthened
further.
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Women Fellowship Conference

Bisop Paul S Saker visited
Khagrachari Parish
Moderator and Bishop of Dhaka Diocese Paul S Sarker
made a visit to Khagrachari Parish. He was accompanied
by Revd Hemen Halder, Revd John Probhudan Hira and
Revd Daniel Mondol. Bishop and the team were received
with ethnic traditional dance and flowers. During that
time, the local Headman Mr. Tridib Narayan Tripura, local
representative Mr. Taposh Tripura, Chatichist of local
Parish Mr. Shantu Adhikary and the Head Master of local
school Mr. Mr Nadim Nahimoy were present.

A women’s conference of the Dhaka Diocese was held
from 26th-29th September 2013 at Savar Conference
and Meditation Centre. The theme of the conference
was, `The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for
brightness shall the moon give you light; but the LORD will
be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.’Isaiah 60:19. A total of 70 women attended the event
from all parishes of Dhaka Diocese.
Moderator Bishop Paul S Sarker of COB gave a reflection
on the theme. He told the earthy light cannot illuminate
us, but God gives us the light for eternity. A lighthouse
shows the way and makes the ship aware from far
distance during cruising in night. God’s light is like the
lighthouse in our life. We are no more an inhabitant in
darken world.
In another discussion session, Ms Rina Das spoke on
Family’s Challenges in “Globalisation and overcoming
those with values of Christianity”.

Ethnic Youth Seminar held in
Khagrachari

During this visit the local parish members raised the needs
of the Church - one at Balyachori and another at Giriphul,
of health services, electricity, compassion programme and
education facilities. Bishop listened to them with patience
and told them that within one year two churches would
be built. He advised the community to take opportunities
from hostels, nursing institutes and technical schools
being run by COB. After the fellowship lunch Bishop
visited the St. Paul’s Junior School at Balyachori.

A one day Youth Seminar was held at Khagrachari on 9th
November 2013. A total of 57 young people attended
the seminar from Khagrachari, Bailachari and Matiranga.
The theme of the seminar was Romans 12:21 ‘Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.’
Revd Daniel Mondol discussed the theme. He said we
have to defeat the bad by the dint of good that we have.
He added, God loves people and by that love we will have
to conquer the evil.
The Synod Youth Secretary Mr Philip Mondal and Head
Master of St. Paul’s School, Mr Nahimio Choudhuri
discussed on the roles of youth people in Christian society
and drugs respectively.
Mr Duke Malakar the Catechist conducted the Bible study
session in the seminar.

Bishop Mankhin attended the annual sports
programme of Rajshahi Mission Girl’s High
school where the Member of the Parliament Md.
Fozley Hossien Badsha was the chief
guest of the ceremony.
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New Students for Agent of
Change Programme

Andy Bowerman Co-Director of
Anglican Alliance visited COB

In January 2014 14 new students registered under
the Open University, London for the Agent of Change
Programme initiated by Anglican Alliance UK. It is a
unique course to build professional social worker for
community development. Through the course they will
prepare their project on different issues and the Church
will assist them to initiate that into the community.

Through this Programme the youth will be able to become
an agent to bring changes into the society for Christ.
CoB is very thankful to the Anglican Alliance for this
opportunity. Rev. Shourabh Pholia, Mission Programme
Secretary will take the role of coordinating the groups and
follow-up the progress and impact of the programme.
In future many other youth will have the opportunity to
develop the society through this course.

Catechist’s Seminar held

Revd Andy Bowerman Co-Director of Anglican Alliance
made a short visit to COB on 3rd December 2013. During
his visit he met the Synod office staff and other people
from different ministries of COB and shared views on
different issues of church and the roles of Anglican
Alliance. He also met the students of Agent of Change of
the piloting course. He appreciated the activities of CoB
accommodating and holding the Asia office of Anglican
Alliance in its premises.
Recently Mrs. Sarker attended common wealth professional
programme in UK arranged by Anglican Alliance. It is noted,
for the first time church has got such type of professional
capacity building support from common wealth foundation.
She attended the course with three others from Pakistan,
Sir Lanka and the Solomon Islands.

Seminar for mother and
daughter-in-law

Catechist’s Seminar for Dhaka Diocese was held on 9th12th September 2013 at Savar Dhaka. The catechists
attended the seminar with their wives. The theme
of the seminar was ‘Now the overseer is to be above
reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled,
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to
drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not
a lover of money.’ -1st Tim. 3:1-3. Bishop Paul S. Sarker
delivered the message on the theme and challenges faced
by the Catechists in their pastoral ministry.
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Holy Name Church arranged a seminar for mother and
daughter-in-laws on 28th September 2013 at Shuagram,
Gopalganj. Forty-four mothers and daughter-in-laws
and a few others attended the seminar. Revd Nirodbaron
Biswas inaugurated the seminar through lighting the lamp.
The main theme of the seminar was “But Ruth said, ‘...
Your people shall be my people, and your God my God.’ Ruth 1:16.
Mrs Archona Biswas talked on the theme. She said
that a loving, obedient and submissive to God kinds of
relationship are to be maintained between two laws
as it was between Naomi and Ruth. Among others,
Mrs. Pushpa Samoddar, the women worker of Jobarpar
Deanery spoke on the day. Through a drama the different
practical aspects and interactions between mothers and
daughter-in-laws were shown in a very entertaining way.
Reported by: Margaret Roy.
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COB to support the victims of Change and Disaster Risk Reduction
Project has started at Chapai
Typhoon ‘Haiyan’ in Philippines
Prodip C Mondal

A project has been commissioned to address the climate
change at Chapinabaganj from 2014. The project aims
at engaging the church of the locality by assisting the
community in building resilience against climate change
and adapting appropriate livelihood technologies to
address the food insecurity issues effectively. The area
selected for the project is relatively dry and has prominent
impact of climate change on the livelihoods of the people.

The typhoon ‘Haiyan’ with its few hours’ devastative
attack on Friday night of 8th November 2013 caused the
death of more than 10,000 people and made hundreds
of thousands families homeless. COB took an initiative to
support the victims. The school students of CoB collected
money for the children suffered from the typhoon and
COB staff members gave their one day salary to the needs
of the victims. “The LORD is good. He protects those who
trust him in times of trouble. Nahum 1: 7”. We hope this
small support, collected during advent time could bring
some consolation to the typhoon victims.

Being a church it is mandatory to save the creation of
God both nature and human. In the development agenda
the issues such as climate change and food insecurity are
two priority areas and these are being addressed by this
project with funding and other technical assistances from
TearFund.

A health workshop was held

Donation from any sacrifices
during lent 2014 will be spent
on repairing two churches

Lent is the month of self-rectification. Jesus fasted 40
days and nights in a desert and thereby being in between
live and death tried to understand the desire of God. In
lent the opportunity is taken to understand the desire of
God in individual lives.
This year with the gift of sacrifice two churches – one at
Sayadpur Parish and another at Buruabari Parish will be
renovated. Both the Churches are over 200 years old.

A health workshop was held at Nazareth Retreat and
Reflection Centre Savar from 17th-20th September 2013.
23 participants, six community nurses and 17 community
organisers from 13 project areas of Bangladesh
attended the workshop. Mr Torun Mondal CBSDP Health
Coordinator, Dr Leslie, Dr Cynthia Morgan, and Sister
Pat Jamison Health Advisors and Mr Provanjon Biswas,
Programme coordinator facilitated the workshop.
The workshop was formatted around two specific areas
(a) adolescence and (b) children unto two years. Mr
Provanjon Biswas gave an overview of CBSDP health
policy and Dr Leslie Morgan reviewed `level one strategy’
from the community health policy. Mr Torun Mondal gave
an explanation of the Millennium Development Goals
emphasising goals 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6.
Dr Cynthia led each session with an introduction on the
subject and everyone was encouraged to contribute
in each session. The participation of attendees was
remarkable. They were refreshed about their roles and
responsibilities to enable them to serve the people more
effectively.
Report by Sister Pat Jamison Community Health Advisor

Church of Bangladesh Quarterly Newsletter

January-April 2014

9

Thanks giving
Mr. Thomas Manas Das
The Director of CBSDP Mr.
Thomas M Das following
completion of his contract
with CBSDP from February
2010-March 2014 was said
farewell. Mr. Das was assigned
particularly to reorganise the
process of CBSDP according
to the recommendations of the external evaluation
conducted in 2009. The Chairman Bishop Paul S Sarker
and all departments of synod, CBSDP and CMCY staff
members thanked him for his significant contribution to
the build CBSDP. In the farewell Mr. Michael A Roy was
introduced as the person responsible on honorary basis
to look after the responsibility of Mr Thomas M Das on
behalf of the Executive Board of CBSDP until a director
is replaced.

Ruth Madhu
Ruth Madhu who worked with
CBSDP for many years left the
organisation to take up a post
as Assistant General Sectary of
Dhaka YWCA on 1st March 2014.
CBSDP thanked her for her excellent contributions
during her stay in the Church of Bangladesh.

International Women’s Day observed

Partner Consultation Meeting
of CBSDP held

An interim partner consultation meeting of CBSDP
took place on 3rd April 2014 in central office Dhaka.
The participants from partners were who have offices
in Dhaka. The meeting was called by the Chairman of
CBSDP Bishop Paul S Sarker to discuss some urgent issues
including the forthcoming partner consultation and to
update the partners on phase two of the organisation
development process.
Representatives from Bread for the World, KNH, ICCO,
MCC, TearFund and the Leprosy Mission International
attended the meeting. It was decided that during late
October or early November 2014 would be an appropriate
time for the Partner Consultation. The participants
appreciated the interim arrangements of a consultation
and found it very effective. It is for the first time this type
of partner consultation has been arranged.

CWM-SAARC
Meeting Held

The project offices of CBSDP observed International
Women’s Day on 8th March, 2014. The theme was
‘equality for women is progress for all’.
Nabokoli and CBSDP Naogaon organised a day long special
programme to mark the day. In Rajshahi the Self Help
Groups (SHG) Projaproti, Asa, Songram, Shapla, Lotus
and Raj attended a rally where the lead organisation was
Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) and a total of
24 local and national organisations participated.
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The CWM-SAARC meeting held at Uttara Dhaka on 24th25th March 2014. It was chaired by Bishop Paul S. Sarker,
the Moderator of Church of Bangladesh. CWM-SAARC has
appointed their new secretary Dr. Chungni. They spent a
day on planning the future where they will work together
to glorify and witness for Christ.
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“Lakho Konthe Sobar Bangla”
making a world record

Bishop Samuel S Mankhin
joined Us consultation
Church of Bangladesh Schools took part in “Lakho Konthe
Sobar Bangla” event with other people of the nation.
“Lakho Konthe Sobar Bangla” was arranged to celebrate
the 43rd anniversary of Independence Day singing the
national anthem of the country ‘Amar Sonar Bangla’ My
Golden Bengal in a group of 250,000 people.
The people gathered at the National Parade Ground in
Dhaka on March 26 to sing together the national anthem
at 11.00 am to mark the Independence Day and make a
world record.
The event is now in the Guinness Book of Records.
The above photograph is of the children from the Kushtia
Mission Junior High School who also took part in the
event.

COB staff taken part in Webinar
- leading edge on line Seminar
Church of Bangladesh CBSDP staff for the first time
experienced with webinar participating in a session
on economic empowerment initiated from London
by Anglican Alliance on 25th October 2013. Other
participants were from Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tanzania,
South Africa and Kenya. A total of 15 participations joined
in the webinar online.
Key note speakers were Tom Sanderson Managing
Director of A Call to Business, former UK Director for
Five Talents and Dr Linda Shaw Vice Principal at the Cooperative College in Manchester and Peterson Karanja
Director of the Thika Community Development Trust.
Bangladesh spoke on the importance of micro-finance
in reaching the poorest of the poor and especially
marginalised groups including women.

The Us consultation was held for the first time outside
the UK in New Delhi from October 2nd-7th 2013 taken
the theme “Shaping the Inheritance”. It had been really
a successful consultation led by Cannon Edgar Ruddock,
the outgoing Deputy General Secretary of Us which was
hosted by the CNI. The group visited ISPCK head office in
New Delhi, the Church of North India Head Quarters and
the Cambridge Brotherhood.
The Church of Bangladesh is indeed very grateful to Us for
their generous support and strong mission partnership for
many years. Church of Bangladesh sincerely wishes Us to
go forward witnessing Jesus Christ globally through the
provinces under the new leadership.
COB congratulates and welcomes the new staff of Us
and invites them to visit the Church of Bangladesh and
experience the ministry and the lives of the church as
mission partners.

Request for prayer
We are very sorry to inform you one of our Senior
Priests and Dean of Rajshahi Deanery Revd Simson
Mazumder who had a brain tumour and surgery
successfully went under at the Christian Medical
Hospital Vellore India on 17th April.
We would appreciate your prayer for his full recovery.
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Holy Week of
Moderator
The Moderator Bishop Paul
S. Sarker spent Holy week in
Ballovepur Deanery of the
Kushtia Diocese. He preached and
consecrated the Lord’s Supper at
Emmanuel Church Ballovepur in
the evening worship of Maundy
Thursday. On Holy Friday he
attended the noon service at St. Thomas church of
Nityanandapur and took part in the meditation on the
seven words of Jesus from the cross. The Church was
crowded despite high temperature raised to 40+ c at the
middle of the day.
Holy Saturday morning he visited Ballovepur Hospital with
Sister Gillian and then Bhabarpar Church. In the afternoon
he spent visiting a couple of elderly and sick people at
Ballovepur village. Rev. Billium Sarder accompanied him
throughout the day. At Easter Eve he preached in the
Candle worship at Emmanuel Church Ballovepur.
Early Sunday morning he went to St. Peter’s Church
Ratonpur where he preached and consecrated the Lord’s
Supper accompanied by Rev. Amit K. Mullick at the Easter
service. The Church was full to capacity for the service.
After having a short break Bishop Sarker went to the

Bangla New Year 1421 celebrated
The Pohela Boishakh - Bangla New Year 1421 was
celebrated with joy and bounty of hope for the future.
Different organisations including government, nongovernment, private, and other institutions celebrated the
day with enthusiasm and Bangali culture. All churches
of Church of Bangladesh offered special prayers seeking
blessings of God for the peace and prosperity of the
country and the nation.

main Easter Service ceremony at Karpasdanga. Here the
Bishop joined with Bishop Samuel S. Mankhin, Mr. Joseph
S. Mondal Synod Secretary, clergy of the deanery and a
large congregation to consecrate the new church building
of Christ Church. COB is grateful to United Thanks Offering
(UTO), Episcopal Church United States of America (ECUSA)
for their generous support to this new church building.
After the fellowship meal Bishop Sarker travelled to
Jessore Christ Church Trade School via Khejura where he
met the small congregation and shared a little message
with them. It was organised by a local church leader Dr.
Martin H. Chowdhury. Mr. Joseph S. Mondal accompanied
Bishop Sarker up to Jessore.

Church of Bangladesh to
establish medical college

COB has taken the initiative to upgrade the Rajshahi
Mission Hospital into a medical college. The
objective of the mission is to address the need of
developing potential Christian youth with professional
medical education who have little scope to access
into mainstream higher professional education in
Bangladesh.
Primary work to meet the condition for establishing
medical college has almost completed such as
increasing the beds and infrastructure, and the rests
are in the process of being completed.
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