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Church of Bangladesh
Partners’ Consultation Held
Introduction
Partners’ Consultation of Church
of Bangladesh (COB) usually takes
place every 3/5 years. Partners from
different churches and development
organizations attend the consultation
to review the Church’s evangelical
and development activities, share
the views and find out scopes for
strengthening mutual partnerships. It
has been being taken place since 1999.
This year it was arranged for two
days. First day was for Church
evangelical activities and Second
day was for social development
programmes of the COB. The
discussions of both days were around
specific themes. To give more focus on
the points of the thematic discussions
the participants sat in small groups and
put forward recommendations to meet
the needs and finding scopes and roles

This Newsletter is mainly for
highlighting the discussions
of the consultation and in
addition includes major
events of the year 2012.
of the Church and partners.
A significant event in the consultation
was presenting the status report
of Church of Bangladesh Social
Development Programmes and giving
an overview of the Strategic Plan
which is under preparation. For the
first time such review has been placed
before consultation along with a long
term Strategic Plan for development
programme of Church of Bangladesh.
This Newsletter is mainly for
highlighting the discussions of the
consultation and in addition it has
includes some major events of the
year 2012.

Objective
The objectives of the consultation were to review the Church
work - Spiritual and Social - together with partners and finding a
way forward to address the challenges more effectively to realize
the Mission of the COB which is set in the light of the Good
News and securing the human rights.

Church of Bangladesh(COB)
partners’ consultation 2012 ended
very successfully. I give thanks to
God for giving us the opportunity of
arranging such a nice consultation.
I also give thanks to all including
our partners for their efforts to
make it successful. The consultation
2012 was quite different than those
previously undertaken. It was very
comprehensive and more focused
on the needs and challenges we are
encountering the present day.
Our theme was “Hope for Fullness
of Life” for this consultation. In the
consultation we have been called
for spiritual renewal and to become
shepherd, each of us, to transmute
the society into a new form with the
fullness of life.
I strongly feel the need of thinking
of our young generation and
children to revive them in the spirit
of Good News to achieve fullness in
their precious lives. They are more
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The discussion on the theme papers brought out 5
priority areas for COB as well as its partners and later the
participants sat in small groups to identify the activities to
address the priority concerns:

The priority concerns were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Partners’ Consultation
The consultation was opened with a welcome address
by Synod secretary Mr. Joseph S. Mondal. And that was
followed by a reception of the overseas partners and later
a cultural programme was staged that reflected the
culture and diverse beauties of our nature. The whole
consultation was theme based, except the presentation
of status report of CBSDP and its future Strategic Plan
presented in the second day.

Day One: Discussion and Outcome
The first day session was chaired and inaugurated by
deputy Moderator Samuel S. Mankhin of Church of
Bangladesh. In his address he focused on the evangelical
needs in building a better life and safeguarding the
creation of God. He thanked the partners for attending
the consultation and hoped for a successful discussion
and stronger partnership in future.

“ Hope for
Fullness of Life ”

God’s Mission in the context of Bangladesh
Leadership in the Church
Young people
Ecumenism
Self-reliance

The activities identified to address the
priority concerns:
After submission of the group discussions the following
activities identified in plenary session to address the
priority concerns:
1.

Raising awareness that we are all involved in God’s
mission and not leave it to others

2.

Integration of mission of CoB and diaconal work of
the Church

3.

Focusing on leadership building at all levels in all
ministries with major focus on youth, particularly
women beyond the fellowship activities

4.

Need to develop bible-based comprehensive spiritual
programme

5.

Need to ask the children and the young people what
they want from the church, what they feel they need

6.

Building management capacity of the clergy and staff
of the church

7.

Creating a new mindset that people contribute to the
church; not the church contributes to the people

8.

Need to change from charity mindset to development
mentality

9.

Help the rising middle class to take the responsibilities
in society

The thematic paper of the first consultation on `Hope
for Fullness of Life’ was presented by the Moderator of
Church of Bangladesh and Bishop of Dhaka Diocese Rt.
Rev. Paul S. Sarker. The paper discussed the fullness of life
from different perspectives and contexts including Christ,
Children, Creation, the Church and concluded as - it is
a gift of God and that can be achieved through owning
Christ, and it is a process that may undergo severe
suffering, but ends with abundance of love for sharing
with others.

“ Challenges and
opportunities to
witnessing Christ :
Bangladesh context ”
The second paper in first day consultation on `Challenges
and opportunities to witnessing Christ : Bangladesh
context ‘ was presented by Rev. Hemen Halder. The paper
discussed the challenges and opportunities in witnessing
the Christ in Bangladesh context.
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10. Nurturing children and youth with the facility to have
the access to electronic media and social network
11. The Church of Bangladesh must focus on the spiritual
development of the young people to counter balance
the influence of materialism and consumerism
12. Need self-reliance urgently depending upon the
resources that COB has. This needs to be an ongoing
process
13. Reviewing of the mission, vision, and values of the
church
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Day Two: Discussion and Outcome
The second day session was chaired and inaugurated by
Modertor Paul S. Sarker with a welcome address. The
address focused on the major present crisis of the world
in development and highlighted the causes of that and
focused on the way towards the solution. He expressed
his hope that stronger partnership would play an effective
role to address all the challenges to build a better
sustained world for the humankind.

“Building a New
Society: Challenging of
Empowering the Deprived”
The theme papers on `Building a New Society:
Challenging of Empowering the Deprived’ was presented
by Michael A. Roy defining first the features of the
new society and later discussed the poverty situation
of Bangladesh, empowering process, the challenges in
empowering process, approaches being confined to faith
and rights based approaches and finally ended with a
conclusion.
The paper raised a strong debate over the dichotomy
between faith and right based approaches. The
theological scholars attended the consultation found no
dichotomy between the two. But the lay people differed
in that, and they though there is diffidence between
the two particularly in the understanding of many
development partners and the institutions. The paper, in
terms of basic elements of empowerment of the people,
emphasized on people’s participation at all levels of
development initiatives.

Status of the Organization
Improvement Process
After the presentation of theme paper, a detailed followup report on last evaluation & progress of organization
development and reconstruction process presented in
the consultation meeting by Mr. Thomas M Das, Director,
CBSDP.
To mention challenges he highlighted some process
issues in reporting that are quite clumsy, bifurcated and it
delays the overall process of project implementation.The
report concluded with an urge to form a consortium of
partners for assisting CBSDP in implementing its upcoming
strategic plan in a more coordinated manner.

The long-term (2013 -2018) Strategic Plan of CBSDP
which is in the process to complete by December 2012
was presented in the meeting. The plan has included
six thematic areas to intervene, these are: Food and
Livelihood Security, Community Health and Hygiene,
Education, Rights and Social Security, Securing and
Promoting Ethnic Culture, and Climate Change and
Disaster Risks Management.
Upon elaborate group discussion, the partners of CBSDP
agreed to form a consortium to assist in implementing
the development plan of CBSDP. It was further decided
that Bread for the World would take the lead to form the
consortium for CBSDP.
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Overall it was a good time of

meeting and, for me, an excellent
introduction to the people and
work of the COB, with whom I look
forward to working in the future.
Many blessings,

Olivia Jackson

Transcultural Manager for Asia. CMS

We were very moved by the

Change is also an opportunity

and I hope the Church of
Bangladesh grasps that
opportunity to change, develop
and improve its ministries,
witness and service to the poor
and vulnerable of Bangladesh.
Sincerely

tremendous welcome and
hospitality we received throughout
our visit to Bangladesh. We
in Llandaff have much to learn
from a small church having such
a huge impact on the wider
society. The Report presented at
the Consultation was inspirational in what you hope to
achieve. Now, perhaps, you need to concentrate your
energy and resources on doing two or three things well,
rather than trying to do everything immediately.
With all good wishes,

Rev. Chris Reaney, Church in Wales

Sandy Sneddon,

Church of Scotland

I came home feeling that a real partnership was at work

between the Methodist Church in Britain and the Church
of Bangladesh.
For I know the plans I have for you…, plans for welfare
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.
(Jeremiah 29:11)
Best wishes,

Alwan Masih, from the left

I was especially touched by the way the Church of

Bangladesh had shared the major lessons learnt which
it has mentioned in its CBSDP Strategic Plan (July 2013June 2018). … It was encouraging to note that based on
the lessons learnt from the past, the COB plans to and
commits itself to work for the poor, needy and deprived
sharing love of Christ.

Steve Pearce,

Methodist Church, UK

It is understood that Church of

Yours in His Service,

Bangladesh has really taken into
realization that a change in its
overall process and structure
is necessary to make it more
effective to serve its community in
particular and the humankind at
large. Hopefully a stronger future
partnership would be in place to
bring the desired results.

Alwan Masih

Wish the success

I extend my prayerful wishes to COB in its journey and
assure you of all our support, help and assistance, while
you perform your duties for glory of the Lord.

General Secretary CNI Synod
22nd Nov’12
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Appreciation
and Gratitude ...

25 years of the Pastoral Ministry of the
Rt. Rev. Paul Shishir Sarker
By the year 2012 Rt. Rev. Paul Shishir Sarkar has
accomplished his 25 years service in pastoral Ministry
of Church of Bangladesh. He was ordained as a
deacon in January 1987. The occasion was celebrated
through a special service of thanks giving arranged
by the Dhaka Diocese of COB on 22 September
2012. People attended the occasion expressed their
gratitude and conveyed heartfelt thanks to him for
his relentless service to the Church. The Moderator in
exchange gave thanks to all for their cooperation and
asked blessing of God and continued support from
them for his future ministry and pastoral care.

Major events ...

Women Fellowship
A leadership improvement training was arranged for
the Synod Women Fellowship workers from 3 to 8 July
based on the theme, “Now you are the body of Christ,
and each one of you is a part of it “ (1 Corinthians 12:27)
at Worship and Conference center, Savar. A total of
31 women attended the training. The objective of the
training was to enhance the skill of the women to work
for the community with quality leadership based on the
values of Christianity. Modertor and Bishop of Dhaka
spoke on the theme.
Apart from above, Women Fellowship organised Seminar
of Dhaka, Kushtia and Rajshahi deaneries at Haluaghat,
Meherpur and Paitapukur; arranged Bible study and
Synod Women Fellowhip coordination meeting in Dhaka
during 23 – 26 August 2012 , 21 – 22 August 2012, and 9
– 11 August 2012 respectively.

Bible School and Brigade
Teacher Training

Convey thanks and gratitude to Rev.
Barnard Mankhin
A meeting was arranged to convey thanks and
gratitude to Rev. Barnard Mankhin for its outstanding
pastoral and educational service for a period of 47
years. Moderator Rt. Rev. Paul. S Sarker chaired the
sesson and Rt. Rev. Michael S Baroi handed over a
crest of Honor to Rev. Mankhin while Rt. Rev. Paul
S. Sarker honored him outfitting with a Shal. In a
discussion Bishop Sarker and Bishop Baroi reflected
on the activities and contribution of Rev. Mankhin
to the church and the community. Rev. Mankhin in
response remembered his cherished days of services
among the people of the parish. The council members
of Dhaka Diocese were present on that occasion to
mark the day.

A training programme was arranged from 4 – 6 June 2012
at Savar Retreat and Conference Center for the Brigade
Teachers. The theme of the training was: “bring them up
in the training and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4)
and Moderator Rt. Rev. Paul S. Sarker discussed on the
theme. Along with others Rev. Sourov Pholia, Mrs. Janet
Sarker Ms. Pat Jamison attended the session and Rev.
Asish Mondol discussed on the guidelines of the Bible
School and the Brigade.
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Catechists and their Spouses
Seminar held in Kushtia

Youth Fellowship
A training was arranged for Leadership Development of
the youth from 25-28 March, 2012 at Savar Worship and
Conference Center of COB. A total of 25 young people
attended the training. The theme of the training was:
“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will
be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:2). Moderator Rt.
Rev. Paul S. Sarker Spoke on the theme.

Catechists and their spouse’s seminar of Kushtia
Diocese was held in Rupantor Centre, Kushtia from 14
to16 August 2012. All the catechists and their spouses
attended the seminar. A good number of resource
persons took part in the seminar under guidance of the
Diocesan Bishop Samuel. S. Mankhin and discussed issues
particularly on revival of faith and ways of serving the
community together.

Seminar for the Drop-out youth

Besides the above, in different deaneries a good number
of youth seminars were arranged based on different
themes for uplifting the Christian values among young
people

Education Programme
A seminar was held from 5-8 September, 2012 at St.Peter’s
Church, Ratonpur Parish for the dropout youths. The
theme of the seminar was, “ Therefore, my dear brothers
and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because
you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1
Corinthians 15:58). The principal of St. Andrew’s Theology
College talked on the theme. The convenor of Synod Youth
Fellowship Rev. Hemen Halder took part in the discussion
and highlighted the issues of increasing inclination of young
people to drug addiction and its consequences.
A training was arranged from 13 to 14 October 2012 for
the head teachers of all Church of Bangladesh Schools
in Dhaka Diocese. The purpose of the training was to
improve the teaching, administration and monitoring
skill of the teachers as well as to seek ways to make
the institution sustainable. Moderator of the Church of
Bangladesh Rt. Rev. Paul S. Sarker, Deputy Moderator Rt.
Rev. Samuel Sunil Mankhin and the Education Coordinator
Mrs. Janet Sarker were present in the training and gave
advice on concern issues. Apart from that, Ms. Gill
Bedford and Ms. Sarah Hall from the Mennonite Central
Committee (MCC) attended the training and facilitated the
sessions.
Presently, Church of Bangladesh Education Programme
is operating 27 schools under the Dhaka Diocese in four
deaneries and one city pastorate.
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Council for World Mission
Assembly 2012
The 4th Council for World Mission ( CWM) Assembly 2012
took place from 16 -23 July, 2012 at Pago-Pago city in
American Samoa island of the Pacific Ocean. Around 199
representatives from 31 churches attended the assembly.
The theme of the assembly was : “Hope – the language of
life.” From Church of Bangladesh a 4 member team led
by Moderator Rt. Rev. Paul S. Sarker participated in the
assembly. The activities of the council , among others,
were visiting different places and parishes, attending church
services, Bible study , discussion on justice, worship and
communications, and presentation of reports on the activities
of six regions. Apart from that, a special discussion took place
on strategic priority sectors of CWM.
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Oxford Mission, UK visited Oxford
Mission Bangladesh

St. Luke Church

New Churches built in remote
Villages
Two new churches, namely St. Luke and St. Mathew had
been installed in the Rajshahi Deanery of the Kushtia
Diocese on 24 and 26 August, 2012 respectively. Both
the churches are located in remote villages where basic
civic amenities are yet to reach. Diocesan Bishop Samuel
S. Mankhin inaugurated the Churches and that was
followed by Holly Communion Service and thanksgiving
programme. The members of the Churchs are poor Santal
Adivasi and they accepted Christ Jesus two years back.
The inaugural ceremonies were ended with a fellowship
lunch.

Back from ACC 15 with the
hope of building stronger more
strategic Anglican partnership

Mr. Emmanuel
Mondal from Church
of Bangladesh
attended the ACC15, 2012 and has
arrived home being
charged with full of
Mr. Emmanuel Mondal from Church
increased hope of
of Bangladesh with Arachbishop of
building strategic
Cantebury Dr. Rowan Williams in
partnership of
Auckland. Photo ACC15
Anglican Community.
He mentions, we are
minority in the most of the countries of the the world
and very least in south Asia. The crisis of us is getting
more tense with increased oppression, persecution, social
exclusion, economic deprivation in many countries. The

A two member team Mr. Simon Ling, Chairman and Mrs.
Mary K Marsh, General Secretary, Oxford Mission, UK
visited Oxford Mission Bangladesh from 21 -26 November,
2012. They visited different institutions of Oxford Mission
such as St. PAUL’S Brother Hood, Oxford Mission High
School, St. Agnes’ Girls Hostle, St. Michaels’ Boys Hostel,
St. Ann’s Hospital, Primary School and Christo Shebika
Sangha at Barisal and Jobarpar respectively. They met
the administrative people of all the above institutions
and discussed about their activities. They expressed their
satisfaction and they were grateful to God for being able
to share their support as a sign of partnership in God’s
mission in Bangladesh.
In Dhaka they met Moderator of COB, Bishop Paul S.
Sarker and shared their views on the visit. They found
the activities of Oxford Mission Bangladesh are quite
satisfactory.
situation is getting further aggravated by climate change,
food shortage and so on. Regional and global network and
partnership has become too urgent to address all those
issues more effectively. Against this backdrop the effort
to from the South Asia forum as it has been discussed
in ACC-15 would be a very significant step. Mr. Mondal
points out, people in Europe can travel without visa
in neighboring countries, but in Asia or South Asia we
cannot. We have formed the South Asia Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC), but yet our relationship is
not such to solve many problems that would have been
solved by this time for mutual interests.
Our South Asia forum may take a role to voice for regional
cooperation and draw attention of policy makers to
work together for common interests. He adds, we need
to be more visible with our roles and works to uphold
the humanity, and forming South Asia forum may be
a milestone towards that. To him ACC-15 was a grand
meeting. It was very well organized and all the discussions
were very rich and thought provoking to generate
commitment to make us witnesses of Christ.
The ACC-15 has given big importance of the regular Bible
study, empowerment of women, eradication of domestic
violence and interfaith relationship for promoting peace
and reconciliation all over the world.
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MESSAGE . . .

Confirmation
and more getting lured by so called earthly needs and
soon falling into endless dissatisfaction and distress. It
is not only necessary but has become an urgent need to
guide them in the light of Christian teaching towards a
meaningful life so that they don’t get captured by the
mirage of consumerism. And that might be the best and
everlasting gift from us to our children.
The Christmas is close to us. We thank God for His
mercy and care that He provided us over the year 2012.
In 2012 we have lost some of our beloved friends with
whom we spent the last Christmas. We pray for them,
may the departed souls rest in eternal peace with God in
heaven.
At Christmas we should remember the poor and
deprived. It is very true that without sharing something
with the needy to let them have the joy of Christmas,
the celebration of Christmas is useless. Sadly, all too
often, the poor living around us are forgotten.
Great poet Rabindranath Thakur (Tagore) in one of his
Christmas lectures at `Shantiniketon’ said, “Christmas
can’t be celebrated according to the calendar year. It must
be feeling by our heart. When we sacrifice something for
the truth, in true love we embrace others as our brother,
in that Son of Father born in our life and we celebrate
Christmas on that day, whenever it comes in our life.”

A total of 164 candidates, 19 from Khulna deanery
and 145 from different parishes of Bollovepur deanery
were confirmed during November and July this year.
The confirmation services were conducted by Rt. Rev.
Bishop Paul S. Sarker and Rt. Rev. Samuel S. Mankhin
respectively at Christ the King Church of Khulna and
Emmanuel Church of Bollovepur.

Oblituaries

Rev Sanjeeb Bala

We remember a few of our
beloved members of Church
who have recently left us
and went to rest in peace.
To mention the names we
remember, Rev Sanjeeb
Bala, Mr. Nirmal Ritchel, Mr.
Biren Dio and Mr Dwijen

God loves us and we have a responsibility to pass that
love and kindness onto others beyond the threshold
of our family and the Church. Let us pray for the
distressed and the sufferers of this conflicting world that
God’s justice and peace may establish through all of us.

Mr. Biren Dio

I wish you all a very Cheerful Christmas and a
Blessed and Promising New Year by His Grace.

Emmanuel!

Mr. Nirmal Ritchel

Mr. Dwijen Malakar

Malakar, and we convey our
heartfelt gratitude to them for
their valuable work that they
did for the Church and the
community. They will always
be in our thoughts and may
the peace of Christ and our
prayers be with them.
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